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Besides the two legislative bodies the organic law of 1883
provided for other assemblies, the Provincial Councils, to be
instituted in the provinces and to be composed of members
varying in number according to the number of districts in
each province. The main function of these councils was to
legislate for the local needs of the provinces. Members of the
councils were to be elected by general suffrage. The law con-
cerning provincial councils was later modified, and was not
put into effect until 1909.

From 1883 to 1912 no change whatever had taken place in
the phantom constitutional system laid down by Lord
Dufferin. In 1913, however, Lord Kitchener, then British
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, introduced one further
move by amalgamating the two legislative bodies into one
Legislative Assembly, with one or two improvements on its
predecessor. The new Assembly was given the right to initiate
laws, to question ministers and to elect one of its two vice-
presidents. Another improvement was that the public was
admitted to its sittings. But the newly constituted Assembly
met for one session only, and then came the Great War of
1914, with its accompanying Protectorate over Egypt, and the
National movement of 1919.

On this unconstitutional basis the Occupation proceeded to
build its reforms. These were all-embracing and far-reaching
reforms, reforms that made the name of Lord Cromer, their
instigator and guardian from 1883 to 1907, shine and live in
the annals of great administrators in history. But having been
imposed on a disaffected nation through the instrumentality
of Cromer's own nationals and without the support of any
worthy national representative body, these reforms, though
appreciated and enjoyed by all, have always served the Egyp-
tians as a rude reminder of their subjection and loss of national
prestige. When the English at the beginning of the Occupa-
tion were sparing no effort in blackening the history of
Egyptian rulers and administrators, the Egyptians could find
nothing in the reforms introduced by the English but a con-
tinuation of the great reforms started nearly a century ago by
the great Mohammed Ali and his successors. When die Eng-
lish boasted of having constructed the great Assuan Dam, the